Neelyville High School I-TV Spanish I 

Course Syllabus

Laura Darnell, Teacher

Textbook:  Buen Viaje Spanish IA, Glencoe McGraw-Hill, ISBN # 0-02-641256-X

Dear Parent: 

It is a pleasure to have your child in my Spanish I class!  I hope this experience will be a fun and interesting one for the students.  

Learning another language is challenging, and this class will be different from other classes.  The students will learn new vocabulary, new sentence structure, and many things about the culture of the Spanish-speaking world.  It is very important for students to participate in each lesson and keep up with the homework.

Grades will be based on total number of points.  Points are given for successful completion of homework assignments, vocabulary and grammar quizzes, tape worksheets, tests, and projects/presentations.  The grading scale is as follows:

95 –  100  A



74 – 76   C

90 –  94    A-


70 – 73   C-

87 –  89    B+


67 – 69   D+

84 –  86    B



64 – 66   D

80 –  83    B-


60 – 63   D-

77 –  79    C+


 0 –  59   F

Please review the class syllabus and sign and return the form below.  If you have any questions or concerns, you may reach me at school at 573-989-3815.

Sincerely, 

Laura Darnell

I, the parent/guardian of ______________________, have read the





    student’s first and last name
 letter and syllabus for Spanish I. 



     
Parent/Guardian signature __________________________________

Comments or questions:

I.  Course Description

Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish language combined with some culture.  The students are taught basic vocabulary and phonetics, and then the proper use of nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and articles is introduced.  Verb conjugations in the present tense are covered.  Since a language is both spoken and written, some practice in both is necessary.  The students are expected to respond orally to practice exercises both as a group and individually.  The oral portion of the grade also consists of listening and comprehension practice through responses to the audiotape that accompanies the text.  The students have written practice assignments from the workbook that accompanies the text and from the text itself.  Chapter quizzes and tests represent the final portion of the grade.  Videos, games, songs, computer lab activities, role-playing, selected readings, and projects are used as supplements to the course.

II. Prerequisites and Credits

A “B” average in English is recommended for this course.  Spanish I is worth one (1) credit.

III. Textbook: We will be using Buen Viaje Spanish IA for this class.  

IV. Materials Needed for Spanish Class

1. Spanish/English Dictionary

2. Folder with pockets for handouts

3. Loose leaf notebook paper, pens, pencils

Expectations for I-TV Classes

Respect your teacher, your classmates, your classroom, your equipment and supplies, and yourself.  
When it is necessary to leave your seat, you must ask the teacher for permission.  This is especially important in an I-TV setting.  The teacher needs to know what you are doing when you are out of the range of the camera.

All distractions need to be kept to a minimum.  It is the student’s responsibility to make his or her greatest effort to learn the lesson being presented.  Listen carefully and be sure to ask questions if you do not understand something.

There will be NO passes out of the I-TV room during class, unless requested by a teacher or administrator or in case of emergency.  No food or drinks will be permitted in the classroom, unless it is part of a lesson or assignment.

It is the students’ responsibility to respect all equipment and supplies.  Leave all equipment alone unless you have been instructed to adjust something.  Be sure you know who to contact if equipment is not working properly.

Be on time.  You are expected to be seated when the tardy bell rings.  Tardies and absentees will be reported to your school authorities.  If you know you are not going to be in class, please let me know ahead of time.  It is your responsibility to request make up work.

Hand in all work to the office or your facilitator on the day it is due.  Make sure your name and assignment description is on every sheet of paper that is turned in.  If assignments are faxed, please use blue or black ink.  Pencil does not fax well. 

Taking an I-TV class is a privilege.  All misbehavior will be reported to your principal.  If misbehavior continues, you will be dropped from the class.  Follow directions, always do your best, and come to class prepared to learn (with all necessary books and supplies).

